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"Quote"
Switzerland is implementing a humanitarian aid project for vulnerable villagers affected by the summer drought 2003 in the Republic of Moldova
Following an appeal launched by the Government of the Republic of Moldova, the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) - part of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Switzerland - is implementing an Emergency Cash Project in 200 villages of the most affected rayons in the south of Moldova.

The project aims to enable its beneficiaries to decide themselves on what they need the most - be it to purchase food supply or any other urgently needed goods or services during the winter period and beyond. This project will provide a one-fold contribution of MDL 850 in cash to 7'000 beneficiaries. 
The number of beneficiaries as well as the amount of the contribution per capita have been defined during an assessment by Swiss experts on the spot in close collaboration with the Ministry of Labour and Social Protection in the Republic of Moldova. The overall amount of direct contributions to beneficiaries will be USD 550'000. 

  Beneficiary registration is based on accurate existing data provided by relevant authorities at rayon and village level.
The role of the committees appointed for the selection of beneficiaries is to ensure the full respect of all agreed criteria and to guarantee the transparency of all procedures and steps undertaken to implement this project.

SDC has sent Swiss Experts in order to implement and monitor the project on the spot. The Cash Project team will work in close relation with the local supervising committees and SDC's Cooperation Office based in Chisinau. 
This type of humanitarian assistance is based on positive and successful previous experiences gained in Russia, Serbia and Montenegro, Croatia, Macedonia and Mongolia.

The implementation of the project has started in January 2004 and will last until the end of May 2004.
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